Excimer-laser-assisted angioplasty in chronic femoropopliteal occlusion: the significance of an intimal flap in predicting reocclusion.
Angioplasty assisted by excimer laser was performed on 27 chronic femoropopliteal occlusions, ranging from 2 to 30 cm in length, in 26 patients. Twenty-one (78%) of the procedures were successful initially. Of these, 12 (57% [44% of the total]) remained patent at follow-up 3 months later. In seven of the nine cases of reocclusion observed after 3 months (78%) a large intimal flap resulting from the angioplasty-induced dissection could be identified in the postprocedure angiogram. The authors stress the possible importance of such an intimal flap in limiting the success of laser-assisted angioplasty of long femoropopliteal occlusions.